HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE CABINET MEETING
held remotely on
5% October 2020
commencing at 5.30pm
Present:
Clir King (Chair)
Councillors (remote access): Bateman, Dann (joined at 5.42pm), Hallam, Knowles and Whelband
Officers present: S. Green and S. Hamilton
Officers (remote access): D. Atkinson, J. Smith and V. Wenham

INFORMATION EXCHANGE FROM PORTFOLIO HOLDERS

Wellbeing, Communities and Housing

Councillor Whelband reported that the financial support being given to the Council’s Leisure Provider,
SLM for July was 38% less than had been originally forecasted. Since the two Leisure Centre’s re-
opened there have been 20,000 visits and 10,000 visits to the swimming pools. The bicycle facilities
at Harborough Leisure will be upgraded shortly.

Councillor Whelband also reported that following a recent Cabinet Sub-Committee Grants meeting
over £235,000 was awarded to eleven local projects across the district.

Strategy

Councillor King commented on the current difficulty with the government reporting in relation to
Corona virus cases and acknowledged the concerns this would raise within the Harborough District.
Councillor King reported that he had not been given any information to date which would indicate that
this is making a difference to the risk rating within the District and reiterated the need for the public to
follow the relevant guidance from the government.

Councillor King also condoned the arson attack on the former rugby ground clubhouse at Stoney

Stanton and encouraged any members of the public with any information about this attack to contact
the police or fire service.

TOPICAL ISSUES

There were none.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were none.



MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 8" September be
approved as a correct record.

DECLARATION OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

There were none.

CONSULTATION RESPONSE TO THE PLANNING WHITE PAPER

The Cabinet considered the consultation response to the Government Planning White Paper —
Planning for the Future. The Cabinet commented that a very robust and detailed response had been
prepared which covered a wide range of issues.

The nine key areas of interest to the Harborough District from the Planning White Paper are as
follows: The District is :-

Supporting the objective of simplifying the preparation and subsequent operation of Local
Plans;

Raising concerns about the automatic granting of outline planning approval in Growth areas
designated through the local plan without the need for a separate planning application;
Expressing concerns at the introduction of a nationally set housing requirement for the District
which it is considered is not necessary. Rather it is felt that the well-established partnership
working across the Leicester and Leicestershire Housing Market Area should continue;

Not supporting the proposal to automatically return a planning application fee if a planning
application should take longer to determine than the statutory 8-week period. The existing
system of securing extensions of time from applicants is felt to work well and positively
enables development to come forward through supporting negotiation and establishing
common ground;

Supporting the new emphasis the Paper proposed to place on more visual, map-based, local
plans. However, it is considered that careful consideration needs to be given relating to
equalities considerations, especially for those in our community who do not have easy access
to the internet;

Supporting the retention of neighbourhood plans;

Supporting the development of design coding and guides, however, this is likely to require the
procurement of additional specialist expert and associated additional financial resources in
challenging financial times;

Raising concerns around the establishment of a nationally set flat rate for the provision of
infrastructure through the nationally set and locally collected Infrastructure Levy. This
approach does not allow for potentially wide variations in land values across the country; and
Setting out that considered equalities implications and impacts need careful consideration,
especially in relation to online accessibility to the community and affordable housing
provision.

Councillor King reinforced that local housing needs should be undertaken using a variety of local
factors and calculations rather than a one size fits all, in order to provide an appropriate mix of
housing in relevant locations.

RESOLVED that

0) the response to the consultation on The Planning White Paper: Planning for
the Future set out at Appendix A be submitted to Government by the deadline
of 29th October 2020.



(i) delegated authority be granted to the Chief Officer: Planning and
Regeneration to finalise that response ahead of the deadline for responses of
29th October in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Planning and the
Portfolio Holder for Strategy.

(iii) a copy of the final response be sent to local MP’s Alberto Costa, Alicia
Kearns and Neil O’Brien.

Summary of Reasons

To ensure the responses of the Cabinet to this White Paper, on behalf of the authority are submitted
to Government by the deadline of 29th October 2020.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE HARBOROUGH INNOVATION CENTRE LETTINGS STRATEGY

The Cabinet considered the report detailing modifications to the Harborough Innovation Centre
Lettings Strategy which proposed the length of occupation time limit at the HIC be removed to
facilitate businesses to grow into larger premises within the HIC and then potentially onto the HGC.
This ensures businesses remain within the district creating employment and wealth for the local
community.

In addition, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the capacity of meeting rooms has been reduced
considerably to enable safe working and social distancing. A statement to this effect has been added
to the Lettings Strategy under room hire.

Both recommendations of the report have been presented to and gained written approval from the
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) to ensure the two changes recommended are
acceptable within the terms of the HIC funding agreement as they do not constitute material changes
to the approved use.

RESOLVED that:

0] the lengths of the terms of occupation at the HIC, as set out in the HIC
Lettings Strategy document, be modified to enable them to be more flexible
and supportive of growing businesses and to enable businesses to grow at
their own pace.

(i) the HIC meeting rooms policy in the HIC Lettings Strategy document be
modified to enable Covid - 19 compliant reductions in meeting room capacity
in accordance with up to date Government policy.

Summary of Reasons

To ensure the HIC Lettings Strategy more reflects the centre objectives of supporting growing
businesses.

GREAT BOWDEN NDP REVIEW AND SCHEME OF DELEGATION AMENDMENT

The Cabinet considered the report detailing non material amendments to the Great Bowden
Neighbourhood Development Plan review and also the updating of the Neighbourhood Planning
Scheme of Delegation to allow officers to ‘make’ review plans with only non-material amendments on
agreement of the Portfolio Holder.



The amendments made to the Great Bowden Neighbourhood Plan were changes only to make the
Plan consistent with the National Planning Policy Framework 2019 and the newly adopted Local Plan.

The proposed amendment to the wording of the Scheme of Delegation allows the minor amendments
to be made by officers in consultation with and agreement of the Portfolio Holder at any time. The
minor amendments may include correcting errors, such as a reference to a supporting document, and
updating Plans to reflect changes in national planning legislation or adoption of planning documents
such as the District Local Plan.

RESOLVED that:

() the Great Bowden Neighbourhood Plan remains up to date and
references changes to planning legislation and policy, and that the
Great Bowden Neighbourhood Plan review be ‘made’.

(i) the process of Neighbourhood Planning remains efficient and
speedy: an amendment to the Scheme of Delegation be made, as
set out in Appendix A to the report, to enable officers, with the
agreement of the Portfolio Holder, to make the minor, non-material
modifications to the review Plan.

Summary of Reasons

To ensure that appropriate governance arrangements are in place to take account of the
requirements of Local Planning Authority when Neighbourhood Plans are reviewed.

The meeting ended at 6.05 pm



