Local Government Association

Allocation of Seats and Committee
Proportionality

What is political proportionality?

The requirém’ems .:.é.;i:,:'td'.ﬁuiitice! proportionality in the membership of committees are
embodied in the Local Gavernment and Housing Act 1989, Section 15.

It is 2 statutory requirement that where a relevant authority has a mernbership divided
into different political groups then every decision making body on the council must be
proportional to the overall make-up of the council,

Majority party groups cannot abide these rules and will often try to subvert them.
Councillors must constantly be aware and insist on their fair entitlement.

What is a group?

A group consist of two or more people. They do not necessarily have to come frem the
same political party or even be committed to working together. To create a group,
mambar must alf sign a letter addressed to the Chief Exem"we and other council leaders
agreeing to be described as a group.

My council refuse to give me any seats on committees. Can they do this?

No. Council seat proportionality must incorporate 100% of the members on your
authority irrespe-::tivc of whether they are in 2 group, non-alignad or single party
councillars. Every decision-making body of & council must be proportional to the overall
make-up of the council. These include (a) an ordinary committee or sub committes of
the authority {b) an advisory committee and any sub-committee appointed by an
advisory committes.

What are the rules?

Mo committes is allowed to be made up entirely of one political group

That a political group with an overall council majority gets a majority of the seats
Mo political group can have more than they are entit! ed to

The proportion of seats on each committee should be in proportion to strengths
on the council

When proportionality has been agreed, the group nominates the person 1o fill
the seat. The cther political groups cannot interfere in the nomination process.
0 The wishes of a properly constituted group for this purpose are taken to be
those expressed to the proper officer either orally or in writing by the Leader.
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What exceptions are there?

Exceptions to the rulss include seats on the Executive Committee, area-based
committees or any alternative arrangament that is unanimously passed by all members
on the council

How do | go about calculating proportionality?

A regisizred group must be allecated the same proportion of committee places that
they have seats on the council (eg for a group with 10 councillors on a 50 member
Coundil, 10 committée:places must be allocated in every 50).

To start with add up the total of all committee places. If the total was for example, 150
seats, then a Greup consisting of 10 councillors on a 50 council seat autherity is entitled
to 30 seats {150 x10/50ths).

Groups are unlikely to have the same number on every committes. If Committees are
the same size thers has to be some negotiating between the group spokesgeople on
where the additional places should be.

When should the council implement the rules?

The council will be expected to make changes to comimittee places 'as soon as is
practicable’. This can be following an annual election, casual vacancy being filled or
defection. Groups have three weeks from the time the propertionality calculaticns have
been made to make their neminations otherwise the appointments will be made for
you.

Can a single group occupy all seats on a committee?

Where a large group occupiss all but one or two seats on the council, the first rule
prahibiting single party committees takes precedence, and they must make one place
available for the other coundillors on every.committes, This can result in a single
councillor being massively over represented. However that councillor does still have the
option to agree to farego some places

Do the rules apply to parish councils?

The Local Government and Housing Act applies to principal councils in England and
Wales and not Parish councils.

What if there are no groups on the council?

If there are no registered groups at all then the Local Government and Housing Act

1983 does not apply, and the coundi can distribute Committee places and other places
as it wishes. Only a small handful of councils continue to operate in this manner.




What if  am not in a group?

if some but not all councillors are in a recognised political group or groups, then the
counci! must give those groups the places to which they are entitled. The groups will
then nominate people to fill those places. The remaining places arz fillad by the counil,
nominating from those councillors who are not in any Group, but with all councillors
vating.

The LGA Independent Group has taken the view that in the true spirit of the Act, that
morally or democratically, non-grouped councillors are entitled to fair representation.
Groups are NOT entitled to have more than their share. Thus they cannot exclude
councillors that are not grouped i.e. single party councillors or nen-zligned Independent
councillors. For examgle in an authority of 50 councillors with one non-grouped
councillor, the council must make 1/50 of the places available.,

The main disadvantage of not baing in a group is the weakness of your negetiating
position. You may not be in a position to negotiate the choicest committess to sit o,

Who is responsible for calculating proportionality?

The Mcnitoring Officer has a statutory responsibility for ensuring the council implements
proportionality correctly. In our experience, some officers are prone to interpret the rules
in a way favourable to the largest political group, and can be quite ignorant of the
responsibility they have to councillors not belonging to a palitical group.

For more advice please feel free to contact the LGA Independent Group on
02076643206 or via email at independent.group@Ilga.gov.uk




