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WASTE MANAGEMENT SERVICE  - UPDATE 

The District-wide twin bin service has now been in operation for 7 full months. The amount of ‘green’ compostable waste diverted from landfill through this service has averaged just over 1000 tonnes per month.  This, combined with approximately 600 tonnes per month of dry recyclable materials (cans, glass, and paper) collected via the kerbside (box) collection service, results in a recycling rate of more than 50% per month.  The District’s recycling rate for 2002/03 was 7.7% and for 2003/4 was approximately 15%.

Although the District has already attained its 2004/05 statutory recycling target of 10% and should comfortably exceed it’s 2005/06 statutory target of 18%, ambitious targets required by DEFRA as a consequence of the grant the Council received still have to be met.  This figure is 43% per annum.  Additionally there are actual tonnage targets required to meet both DEFRA targets and Leicestershire Public Service Agreement (PSA) commitments of 9,450 tonnes of compostable waste diverted per annum from landfill and 5,760 tonnes of dry recyclable materials to be diverted per annum from landfill.

Again the District looks as though it should reach these targets after the first full year of the new scheme being in operation, although the ‘green’ waste tonnage is somewhat dependent upon the weather.  A dry summer would reduce tonnages of compostable material produced by householders, ie grass, etc would not grow so prolifically.

All these targets are ultimately being driven by EU environmental legislation and in the UK in particular to minimise the use of and dependency upon landfill.  The UK still lags behind many of its European neighbours in recycling, although through the actions of local authorities such as Harborough District Council, performance is rapidly improving.  Harborough District’s recycling and composting performance is liable to be among the very best in the country at the end of 2004/05. 

There are still thousands of tonnes of recyclable materials being disposed of in the black wheeled bin and thus ending up being landfilled.  The Council is looking at ways of pulling more materials out of the waste stream by further education and awareness campaigns, targeted publicity, and options for increasing the range of materials collected.  This includes plastics which, whilst they contribute virtually nothing to the recycling rate and weight targets due to their light weight, their removal from the black wheeled bin will release capacity in those bins for householders. Currently, bring banks at recycling sites are in place across the District to aid this effort.  Innovative solutions to the very high collection costs versus very low weight problem are being investigated, including vehicle on-board plastic crushing equipment and mobile plastics densification equipment.

The District will revert to a weekly collection from the black bins in December 2004 and January 2005 only.  This will be subject to review in subsequent years.  The weekly collection from the kerbside recycling boxes will continue unchanged.  The alternate green bin then black bin weekly collections will resume towards the end of January.  The appropriate dates for the appropriate areas are as detailed on the calendars previously distributed to all households.  It is hoped to include Christmas trees within the green bin collection service in January, subject to them being cut to fit within the wheeled bins with their lids fully closed.  This will be advised to residents as soon as it can be confirmed.

The number of waste related calls and communications being received from residents has decreased dramatically now and is back to the pre-scheme introduction levels.  The tonnages of materials being pulled out of the waste stream demonstrate extensive usage and commitment to the scheme by residents of the District.  However, further information and assistance is always available by telephoning customer services on 01858 828282 or e-mailing customer.services@harborough.gov.uk

Contact:
Ian Halson, Environmental Services Manager, (telephone

01858 821136)

