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Fareword by HDC

Investigation has shown that the provision of burial facilities was discussed in
1982 following approaches from several parishes advising that their
respective churchyards had nc grave spaces. The power 0 provide
cemeteries is exercisable by Parish Councils and Meetings as well as the
District Council and parishes were advised that the District Council had no
provision in estimates for the establishment of further cemeteries. Council
Minute 165 (which has not been superseded) records the recommendation
that: =

“(iy  general advice, together with specific advice where staff
resources allow, be given to Parish Councils in relation to the
setting up of burial grounds; and

(if) no financial commitment be made by the District Council
towards establishing further burial grounds in the District”.

However, the Association of Burial Authorities has produced the following fact
sheet covering the provision of cemeteries which it was hoped would prove
helpful to those Parishes currently investigating the possibility of providing
additional cemetery space.



INFORMATIVE
ACQUIRING A CEMETERY CHECKLIST

1. Health and Safety: inspect for haza-ds such a3 ctability of lawn emorials, Monumants, vaulls,
mausoleuns, areds of subsidence. Look 10 condiion of walls, iences. gales, lrees, paths ang road
surfaces. Chece plang for drains, waler pipes etc - are iNese shown? [3ee 14 Eelow).

2. Contracis: check for g'as.rarrner-lorial maintenance conlracts which may have to b2 Aonouras, olot
racerved - by facully in consecrated areas of by contrach possiole fresnolds of plels of MENUMERIE;

o
ol tenancy agreements (30 nr 75 years o7 other pariods]; grave rgts records; war graves mainienance

o

=] fbal

3. Value of monuments: assess presence of ano responsinility for memarais with historical, general ar
|ocal interest, aesthetic or geal;giza' valug, ATy Motuments with a Listed Buldings Seatuys (if there are 2
good number this may tesull in e whele cemetery in curtilale, paing listed). cyistence of any records ol

manurments and ins criptions.

4. Flora and Fauna: presence and spacid intarest value ¢ plants, lichens, zrimals, INERCIS protectad
SpaCIES, protected traes iwhich may damags memarnals). Sies of special Scientitic imterasl

iy Environmental: proximity ot walarways prderground WAt sources, condilcn ol draingge and
utilities, consarvalion aneas

g, Consecrated areas, o oof E, RS, 01 religious/culluTal reservations anc racpansibilties. chitdran
and stilbormn mamarizl Sections ard interesis o sUpPIT groups of charties, putlic rights of way

7. After cremation cammemaration, 1acilities for neesible wiibsation ol vaeant am=as perimeters saths

iar aliel Cismanon imboent T ATRAS prsuitabie for inuration. 2ut cons dar profestion of architecturs!

nistoric valugs.

g. Location of plots ‘ar lutura inpumation, cotential rpuse of unoscupied depth, oossioility for racyeling
spaca fof olote in unused BOGRSS areas ofs.  Check acouracy ~f plans and otner records rranual o
pomputar slorate, ~andition of recard £ooks.

g. Viability: il 1s sdvisakle to charge sarsibly for space 10 provide a fund for care and mantanance and
gt-uctural planting and senvices, 50 adcing value to the site and attracting sensble onees Check if recoras
i purchasers arg availaple and up 10 4alz s rangwal of deads granis an option? A good well-run CEMEIEny
need not be run at a 'oss.

10, Public graves: s500€ and condition of comman &f muhlic graves

11, Security of penmeEr beunds, fneir guadty and congition, ragnonsiniity for wckng gales, incidence
of wandalism, Misuse alc,

12. Buildings o0 1he site should be used tar some usefdl purpose, rot left osreiist. Check for isled o
consecrated buidings. ~nilats, water points and ehaiters, hieaith and safety requirements

13. Community Relations: cresk relafonshins with Friands of Cemetanies Organisalions in Case of
any outstanding maters of 1o establish support group and link with community. 5et local press on your side
1o zvoid negative sublicity oy SICESEITE pasitive tTitUEs of the 1akeover.

14, A building surveyar's repon is needed for 20Y muildings nciuding magsalsums 8nc large
monuments. A resioration and raintenance programme should ba drawn up providing 2 phased pian 0
cammy oul works GveEr 3 petiad of years and the builomgs nepectad annually Check local Dylaws for

restrictions.
{ABA Informative 1010/56)
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PLANNING OR EXTENDING A CEMETERY OR
CHURCHYARD

The ABA offers a complete design planning and, it required, project management service.
Whnere necessary we enlist the professional assistance of landscape architects, structural
enginsers or other professionals who specialise in this subject and with whom we have a
longstanding relationship. Our experience of architects contacting us for advice confirms
that few practitioners have sxperience this field.

We believe each cemetery o7 churchyara should be viewed as an individual personality
with aftributes that may be enhanced. And of course every community has its own
special interests and objectives. This makes a site visit and consultation essential before
making suggesticns. To Members the ABA's ‘es for such consultancy and producing an
outline report and proposals is £40 an hour, plus travel expenses. The fes would be
rafundad should you retaun our services for Project Management.

Financial viability

We are often asked to seek ways IC generate income and nave carticular expertise n
this subject. It is becoming quite feasible o cperate cemateries at a orofit, and certainly
not necessary to incur a icss as is generally the case in the UK.

There is a growing interest in the ntroduction of Woodland or ‘green’ Cemeteres. Plgase
heed a word of caution about this. Sucr developments are a trendy New idea and need
careful consideration.

Boaks of Reference

The ABA / Zurich Municipal Guide 1 Management of Safety in Burial Grounds published
by the ABA, A4 Ring Binder £85 + £op&p (E75 for aBA WMembers) from Loss Control
Sarvices, Zurich Municipal. Sauthwood Crescent, Farnporough, Hants, GU14 ONJ

Davies Law of Burial and Exhumation - sixth edition edited by David Smale published by
Shaw & Sons ISBN 07219 0084 X Paperback £28.95

The Caily Telegraph Lifeplanner Guide *o Funerals and Bereavement by Sam Weller
Pubiished by Kogan Page ISBN I 7494 3057 5 Paperback £8.939

The Churchyards Handbook published ior the Council for the Care of Churchyards by
Cnurch House Publishing, Church House Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ  1SBN
0 7151 7583 1 Paperback £10.95

The Management of Old Cemetery Lard. Autnors Ms J. Durk and Dr J. Rugg published
by Shaw & Co ISBN 0 7219 1370 9 Paperback £18.35

Feusing Old Graves - 2 report on Popular British Attitude by Douglas Davies and Alastair
Shaw Published by Shaw & Sons ISBN 0 7219 1470 5 Paperback £24.95

Monumental Matters (design and landscape planning for burial & remembrance) edited Dy
sam Weller for the Memorial Advisary Sureau, 155 Upper Street, London N1 1RA {2 vols
£7.50 + 45p. p&p;

Landscape Dasign, Journal of the Landscaps institute October 1983 editicn; No 184
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