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EAST MIDLANDS REGIONAL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

21st March 2002

The Rt Hon. Nick Raynsford MP

Minister of State Local Government and the Regions
DTLR

Eland House, Bressenden Place

London

SWH1E 5DU

Dear Minister
LOCAL GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER

We attach for your information a summary of the key issues submitted by local
authorities in the East Midlands Region following a recent consultation exercise.
You will note that the issues support the response submitted by the National LGA
on 11 February 2002.

The Executive Committee of the EMRLGA endorsed the key issues document and
agreed the need to urge caution when applying ihe Corporaie Performance
assessment scheme. Acknowledgement should be given to under resourcing and
morale issues in what is an over stretched and undervalued area of public service.

We support a refocused inspection system and any reduction in bureaucracy that
will release resources and enable councils to focus on effective service provision.
We are concerned, however, that proposals to classify. authorities must be
transparent and objectively assessed to agreed criteria. It is essential that councils
are encouraged, and able, to deliver quality local services that serve local
communities and meet local priorities through the democratic process.

Yours sincerely,
_.—'——'____—

-3 \Q%L’d

Councillor The Hon Joan Taylor
Chair, EMRLGA

cC Peter Murphy
Local Authority Chief Executives

Chiefl Executive: EII‘I’!‘ Hormee = [hrecior of Local Government Services: ]:n:l Ward
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Cutting Red Tape
The proposals 1o cut unnecessary red tape include:

» abolition of the Council Tax Benefit Subsidy Limitation scheme;
removal of consent regimes, reduction of the number of statutory partnerships and area-
based initiatives, and a commitment to cut the number of plans by 50%;

¢ piloting anew policy evaluation tool to prevent the future imposition of unnecessary red
tape.

The deregulatory proposals in the White Paper should be seen as the start, not the end of the
process, with all government departments reviewing the scope to cut additional red tape.

Reforming Local Government Finance

Part two of the White Paper takes forward the proposals set out in the local government finance
green paper, published in September 2000. It sets out the Government’s priorities as:

» Reforming the revenue grant system from April 2003;

e Implementing measures to give authorities more local freedom and flexibility, including
reform to the capital finance system, business improvement districts and new powers for
councils to charge for discretionary services;

# (Changing the council tax in the longer term, with a revaluation taking effect from 2007.
The government will consult on changes to council tax bands.
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