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PLANNING FOR GYPSY AND TRAVELLERS’ SITES

Update of the Work of the Joint Working Party on Transit and

Stopping Place Site Provision

In early 2004, the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) issued guidance to local authorities on managing unauthorised encampments within a local area.

The Criminal and Public Order Act 1994 gives the police a power to direct trespassers to leave land and to remove any vehicles and other property from that land, where there are suitable pitches available on a relevant caravan site within the local authority area. For the purpose of this legislation, the local authority area is the County Council boundary.

The ability of the County Council and the District Councils to make use of these new fast track powers will be dependent on adequate sites being available in Leicestershire to move gypsies and travellers on to.

In view of this a Joint Working Party was established, involving the County Council, all District Councils and the Police to pursue the possible provision of transit sites across Leicestershire.

The Working Party identified a number of potential sites on County Council land throughout Leicestershire. Initial surveys where carried out on all of these locations and this was narrowed down to 4 sites for a more detailed investigation to be undertaken. At this stage the location of these potential sites is confidential to the Working Party, however none of these 4 sites are within the Harborough District.

The cost of setting up the transit site will be met through grant funding from the ODPM and when the location of the sites has been finalised a bid will be submitted for funding. The ongoing running costs of the sites will be met by the Districts and County Council.

Contact:
Elaine Bird – Environmental Health Officer Team Leader (telephone 01858 821130)

