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Facility alternatives 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

This would give the club and Everyone Active the opportunity to promote indoor 
bowling and encourage new members to join, plus greater uptake of non-member 
casual bowling. A stand alone 6 rink facility would need about double the current 
membership to be sustainable. Short mat bowls could be offered (subject to 
possible grant aid) to help extend the facility’s offer. Due to the above factors, 
retaining the existing bowls hall should the rest of the Harborough Leisure Centre 
be relocated, does not at this stage, appear to be a potential long-term option 
 

 

This may be justified and would enable non-member bowling to continue. The 
membership of the bowls club would need to be increased as would the active 
management of the facility by the bowling club. The cost benefit  of such provision 
would need to be carefully assessed by Harborough District Council for its  
sustainability in the long term. 

 

 

This may be justified but would depend on either developing it at an established 
and well managed community venue, or would require significant sports 
development support to the club if it was to take on more facility responsibilities.  

 

 

This would require the existing players to travel to elsewhere outside of the 
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district. There is likely to be some loss of participation.  
  
Planning policy issues 
 

 

 
Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing 
fields, should not be built on unless: 
a) an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, 
buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or 
b) the loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent 
or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location; or 
c) the development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the benefits of 
which clearly outweigh the loss of the current or former use. 
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Strategy recommendations for indoor bowls 
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Other sports facilities 
 

 

 

Sport Recommendation 

Athletics Improvements to routes, particularly traffic-free routes for running, 
walking and cycling. Should include measured routes through the 
provision of distance marker posts. 

Squash Retain and support the Market Harborough Cricket and Squash Club 
and explore ways of extending community activities on their site. 
Ensure long term community use of the site is retained. 

Gymnastics Support continued use by gymnastics clubs of the leisure centres, 
Meadowdale Primary, Welland Park Academy and Robert Smyth 
Academy. 
 
Improve storage at community and village halls to enable new 
gymnastics activity, where there is a need. 

Cycling and 
Walking 

Improvements to routes, particularly traffic-free routes. Improve 
links within the network of existing routes.  Support facilities such as 
surfaced tracks in local parks, open spaces and village recreation 
grounds which will help encourage people to learn to cycle in traffic-
free environments.  
 
Provide a closed-road cycle training facility and trail routes, subject 
to feasibility studies and locations being available.  

Table tennis Support improvements at club venues where justified. 

Archery Bowmen of Glen – improve clubhouse facilities. 

Equestrian Bridleway and traffic free routes should be provided, and links 
improved. 
 
The Council should have positive planning policies which support the 
provision of all-weather surfaces for both training and competition, 
including where justified, indoor riding centres. 

Gliding  Protect Husbands Bosworth Airfield as a Sport England recognised 
nationally important site for gliding.  
 
Provision of facility improvement support, if justified, at The Gliding 
Centre to prepare for the Women’s World Gliding Championship in 
2021.  
 
The Gliding Centre should explore opportunities to become more of 
a multi-sport hub with compatible sports, in order to strengthen the 
financial sustainability of the site and increase wider sports 
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DELIVERING THE STRATEGY 
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Figure 1:   Provision Guide for new housing developments 

 
Facility type Quantity per 1,000 

population 
Accessibility Quality 

Sports Halls 0.27 badminton courts fully 
available at peak time 

20 minutes by 
car 

Design and quality to meet Sport 
England and the relevant national 
governing body guidance 

Swimming pools 9.6 sq m water space fully 
available at peak time 

20 minutes by 
car 

Design and quality to meet Sport 
England and the relevant national 
governing body guidance 

Fitness facilities 
(stations) 

5.84 stations fully available 
at peak time 

15 minutes 
by car 

Design and quality to meet 
Sport England guidance 

Fitness facilities 
(studios) 

0.08 studios fully available 
at peak time 

15 minutes 
by car 

Design and quality to meet 
Sport England guidance 

Indoor netball 
courts and 
associated floodlit 
outdoor 
courts 

0.02 indoor courts fully 
available at peak time 
 
0.02 floodlit outdoor courts 
fully available at peak time 

District wide Design and quality to meet Sport 
England and the relevant national 
governing body guidance 

Indoor tennis 0.04 indoor tennis courts 
fully available at peak time 

30 minutes by 
car 

Design and quality to meet Sport 
England and the relevant national 
governing body guidance 

Squash courts 0.04 courts fully available at 
peak time 

20 minutes by 
car 

Design and quality to meet Sport 
England and the relevant national 
governing body guidance 

Village and 
community halls 

Additional and improved 
facilities including storage to 
enable more sports 
activities to be offered, 
such as gymnastics and 
short mat indoor bowls 

800m walk 
 
10 minutes by 
car 

Design and quality to meet local 
needs, and to meet Harborough 
District Council requirements.  

Walking, cycling 
and horse riding 
routes 

Towards improvements in 
the network of walking, 
cycling and horse riding 
routes; on-site to connect 
the development to the 
wider network, and off-site 
to identified projects 

20 minutes by 
car 

Design and quality to meet local 
needs, and to meet Harborough 
District Council requirements. 
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Planning for sport and recreation 
 

 

 
 

 
Figure 2:   Actions for forward and development planning 

 

Proposal / Facility 

 
Action required 

Lead 
organisation 

 
Key partners 

Date for 
action 

Major new 
housing 
developments 

Ensure that major new housing 
sites have policies for sports 
provision, on-site or off site as 
appropriate. 

HDC Sport England 
 
Leicester- Shire 
& Rutland 
Sport 

On-going 

Planning policies 
on sport and 
recreation 

Update planning policies on 
sport and recreation to reflect 
updated standards of provision, 
including in relation to village 
and community halls. 

HDC  Year 1 

Developer 
Contributions 

Update the policy guidance on 
the delivery of sport and 
recreation facilities and playing 
pitches for new developments. 

HDC Sport England 
 
Leicester- Shire 
& Rutland 
Sport 

Year 1 

Replacement 
leisure centre for 
Harborough 

Complete feasibility studies to 
confirm the preferred option for 
the location of the proposed 
replacement leisure centre for 
Harborough, and the build 
and funding options. 
 

HDC Sport England Year 1 
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Proposal / Facility 

 
Action required 

Lead 
organisation 

 
Key partners 

Date for 
action 

Indoor bowls 
provision 

Undertake a feasibility study to 
determine the requirements for 
indoor bowls, so as to inform 
the options for a possible 
replacement facility in the 
District  
 
If provision required, identify 
preferred site, management, 
costs etc. 

NGB/HDC Market 
Harborough 
Indoor Bowls 
Club 
Everyone 
Active 
English Indoor 
Bowling Assn 
Sport England  

Year 1  

Lutterworth 
Sports Centre 

Identify long term site options 
for Lutterworth Sports Centre 
(from 2031) within existing 
town area. 
Include within future planning 
policies. 

HDC  Year 3 

Planning 
applications 

Respond to planning 
applications for development to 
ensure that the necessary 
sports provision is achieved. 
 
If a sport and recreation site has 
become disused, consideration 
should be given to other sport, 
recreation or open space use, 
having regard to deficiencies 
identified in the assessments 
and strategies. 

HDC Sport 
England 

On-going 

Community use 
agreements on 
school sites 

Ensure that any public 
investment and where relevant, 
planning permission for sports 
facilities on school sites, is 
linked to formal community use 
agreements, the terms of which 
should reflect the size of the 
investment. 

 

HDC Schools Sport 
England 
Funding bodies 

Linked to 
specific 
projects. On-
going 
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Proposal / Facility 

 
Action required 

Lead 
organisation 

 
Key partners 

Date for 
action 

Traffic free 
walking, and 
cycling routes 

Ensure that planning policy 
requires the provision of linked 
traffic-free walking and cycling 
routes as part of 
new developments. 

HDC Developers On-going 

Development of traffic-free 
running and cycling routes 
linking existing green spaces as 
an integral part of sustainable 
transport networks. 

HDC Leicester- Shire 
& Rutland 
Sport 

On-going 

Horse riding 
routes 

Development of traffic free or 
lightly trafficked links to 
enhance the existing 
bridleway routes. 

HDC  On-going 

Positive planning policies to 
enable development of all- 
weather surfaces for  
training and competition, 
including where justified, 
indoor riding centres. 

HDC  On-going 

Golf Ensure that Scraptoft Golf 
Course is replaced as 
proposed. 

HDC Developer On-going 
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Facility investment priorities 
 

 

 
 

 
 

High priority Facility or project essential for meeting the current and future 
projected needs of the community across Harborough, particularly for 
the sports/facilities with high levels of participation, for example 
swimming. 
 
High priority is also given to projects which will attract those people 
who are less active or where the project is an area of deprivation. 

Medium priority Facility or project which will help to meet the current and future 
projected needs of the community across Harborough for the 
sports/facilities with moderate levels of participation, for example 
tennis. 

Low priority Facility or project which will help to meet the current and future 
projected needs of the community across Harborough but where the 
sport/facilities have lower levels of participation, for example archery, 
or where the project’s aims are already partially addressed by other 
projects in the area identified at higher levels of priority. 
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Figure 3:   Recommended site specific proposals  

 

Project name Main aim 

Priority 
H = High 
M = Medium 
L = Low 

Phasing  
St 2019-2022 
Mt 2022-2027 
Lt 2027-2031 

Estimated 
capital cost 
(£000’s)  

Main 
delivery 
partners Comment 

Leisure Centres  

Harborough 
Leisure 
Centre  
replacement 

Replace leisure centre with sports 
facility elements including:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Consider provision of 4 rink indoor 
bowls facility either a part of existing 
facility or as part of a separate facility. 
 

H St  
 
Feasibility 
assessment 
including 
bowls hall 
options.  
 
Construction 
and opening  
 

£15.1m plus 
up to £5m for 
commercial 
opportunities 

HDC 
Sport 
England 
Operator/ 
construction 
partner 
 

Facility mix to be confirmed.  
 
If netball/tennis provision 
not made via replacement 
dome type facility, then will 
require 8 badminton court 
sports hall plus investment 
off site to improve sports 
halls at Robert Smyth 
Academy.  
 
Detailed further assessment 
required in relation to 
provision of indoor bowling. 
If justified and not provided 
as part of a replacement 
leisure centre, identify 
alternative deliverable sites.  
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Project name Main aim 

Priority 
H = High 
M = Medium 
L = Low 

Phasing  
St 2019-2022 
Mt 2022-2027 
Lt 2027-2031 

Estimated 
capital cost 
(£000’s)  

Main 
delivery 
partners Comment 

Lutterworth 
Sports Centre  

Retain and maintain. 
 
Potentially expand health and fitness 
provision, subject to local justification.  
 
 

H 
 
M 

On-going tbc Operator For longer term, need to 
confirm future of site. If 
Sports Centre requires 
relocation, alternative town 
centre site will be required 
to be identified.  

Broughton 
Astley  

Maintain and retain newly opened 
sports centre. 

H Lt n/a Broughton 
Astley Parish 
Council 

Indoor facility opened 
December 2019. Completion 
of ‘3G’ AGP expected April 
2020.    

Schools  

Robert 
Smyth 
Academy  

Refurbishment of existing sports halls 
(4-court and 3-court) together with 
changing provision. 

M Mt tbc Academy Halls too small to provide for 
netball leagues and 
extension/replacement with 
larger size halls is not viable.  

Other 

Market 
Harborough 
Cricket and 
Squash Club  

More intensive use of site as sports 
hub and for wider community activity. 
Review of buildings and their uses on 
site. Requires detailed feasibility 
study.  

M 
 
 
 
 
 

St tbc Club  Site lease needs to be 
extended to secure long-
term community use. 
 
Also home to cricket club.  

Retain and maintain squash courts. H On-going  n/a Club  

Bowman of 
Glen  

Improve clubhouse facilities. L St tbc Club   
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Project name Main aim 

Priority 
H = High 
M = Medium 
L = Low 

Phasing  
St 2019-2022 
Mt 2022-2027 
Lt 2027-2031 

Estimated 
capital cost 
(£000’s)  

Main 
delivery 
partners Comment 

Lutterworth 
Tennis Club  

Cover 2 existing courts.  H St tbc Club 
LTA 

Grant aid offered in 2019 to 
club for covering 2 courts by 
HDC.  

Indoor bowls 
centre 4-rink 

Undertake feasibility study into 
provision of 4-rink specialist indoor 
bowls facility within or close to 
Market Harborough.   

H St £5,000 HDC 
EIBA 
Club 
Potential 
sites 

Feasibility study into 
provision of 4-rink specialist 
facility, either at leisure 
centre or alternative site.  

Village halls 
and 
community 
centres  

Retain, replace or improve where 
justified.  
 
Ensure provision of new community 
centre facilities to serve North West 
Market Harborough and Lutterworth 
SDA.   

H On-going tbc Hall trusts 
Parish and 
Town 
Councils  

Needs and costs will need to 
be justified locally. 

Walking, 
running and 
cycling 
routes  

Improvements to existing routes and 
development of new links to extend 
network, particularly of traffic free 
routes.  
 
Improved linking of open spaces.  
 
Provision of distance markers on 
routes.  

H On-going  tbc HDC 
Developers 

Routes within and linking 
developments to wider 
network.  
 
Improvements to existing 
network of routes.  

 


